
 

The Reviving Spirit 
Pastor John DeCarmo 

We are living in difficult times; 

much of the world is in political 

chaos and financial upheaval.  

Worst of all, so many of the 

spiritual power houses of prayer 

have abandoned the work of the 

Holy Spirit in their service, their 

lives and their prayers. 

In their services the move and freedom of the Holy Spirit has been 

replaced by skits, laser lights, smoke machines and panel discussions.  

Church services have become a time to disperse information and to 

enjoy entertainment.  Paul said in I Corinthians 2:4-5, 12-13, ñAnd my 

message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, 

but in demonstration of spirit and power, so that your faith would not 

rest on the wisdom of men, but on 

the Power of God.  Now we have 

received, not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit who is from 

God, so that we may know the 

things freely given to us by God, 

which things we also speak, not in 

words taught by human wisdom, 

but in those taught by the Spirit, 

combining spiritual thoughts with 

spiritual words.ò  Many of the charismatic and Pentecostal churches 

have de-emphasized the move of the Holy Spirit in their services, 

simply because they want a tidy service and want to be in complete 

control at all times.  They have a form of godliness, but deny the 

power. 
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Pentecost in Acts 2 brought more than unknown tongues to the church, 

it brought God and His Power into it.  Though the apostles and 

disciples had the spirit as the result of being born again or being born 

of the spirit at Passover, Jesus commanded them to remain in 

Jerusalem until they were ñclothed with power from on high.ò  It was 

good advice, for the first service of the church was a street meeting 

that harvested three thousand souls! 

As part of the celebration of the Feast of Pentecost, the last instruction 

that was given for its celebration was ñéyou shall do no laborious 

workéò  Pentecost was celebrated on the first day of the week, the 

day after the seventh Sabbath, after the waving of the sheaf of first 

fruits, which is the day Christ rose from the grave.  God said, ñYou are 

to have two straight days of no laborious work.ò  God wanted them to 

understand, ñI do not need any of your fleshly work to accomplish 

what I want with my church and harvesting souls into the kingdom; I 

will do it by my Spirit, and my Spirit alone.ò  In Zechariah 4:6-7, God 

speaks to Zerubbabel ñénot by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, 

says the Lord of hosts.  What are you, O Great Mountain?  Before 

Zerubbabel you will become a plain, and he will bring forth the top 

stone with shouts of ógrace, 

grace to it!ôò  The work of 

building the temple was so 

impossible to accomplish, that 

no might or power was able to 

do it; only the work of the Holy 

Spirit can accomplish the work 

of God! 

Now I share this history lesson 

because if we think we can be 

successful in building up the 

household of God, His Church by our know-how and through fleshly 

gimmicks and entertainment, we are sadly mistaken!  We need the 

Power of Pentecost, we need the Holy Spirit to have His way in our 

services, with the gifts of the Holy Spirit operating, and worshipping 

in the Spirit. 

This just does not happen by itself.  It happens as the church gets on 

its knees in prayer, especially before service and even during the 
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services; you will see the Power of the Holy Spirit in the worship and 

praise, in the preaching and in the altar call.  I exhort the congregation 

of Living Rock Church to mobilize in prayer, fill-up the prayer room, 

pray in the Spirit (tongues) and with understanding. Be faithful to it, 

and watch what God will do!  These are vital times.  Soon those who 

have been in churches who have abandoned the Holy Spiritôs move 

will start looking for Him where He can be found.  In your prayers, 

invite Him to come, and then yield yourself to 

Him when He does come. 

No more flesh (laborious work); we want the 

Holy Spirit to have His way!! 

× × × × × × × 

Pastor John DeCarmo is Presbyter for Living 

Rock Church.  He pastors in Stumpy Point, 

North Carolina -  a small fishing village near 

the Outer Banks.  He and wife, Deanna, are 

actively serving the congregation of Bayview 

Chapel.   

× × × × × × × 

An Invitation to Pre-Service Prayer 
P. Simmons, A. McCann 

Living Rock Church has been continually blessed with a growing 

congregation and it is important for all members to know that all are 

welcomed and encouraged to participate in pre-service prayer.   

What is Pre-Service Prayer?   

The purpose of pre-service prayer is multi-faceted.  We believe that 

where two or more are gathered in the name of Jesus, mighty things 

happen.  It is a special opportunity to draw near to God and to each 

other in unity of spirit.  God desires for us to have a personal 

relationship with Him.  He makes and keeps His promises.  James 4:8a 

(NAS) states, ñDraw near to God and He will draw near to you.ò  

People come together before service to ignite a flame or desire for 

Christ, as when two or more burning logs are moved closer together in 

a fireplace.  The flame increases.  Others, who perhaps are not on fire 
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for Christ at the moment, can draw closer to those who are ñprayed 

upò or prepared for service.  Then they, too, will be drawn into the 

updraft of the flame of the presence of God. 

We encourage you to accept the open invitation to Pre-Service 

Prayer and join us in the Prayer Room on Sunday mornings at 

8:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  

× × × × × × × 
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­Pray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit, 
with all [manner of] prayer and entreaty.  To that end keep alert 
and watch with strong purpose and perseverance, interceding in 

behalf of all the saints (God¬s consecrated people).®   
Ephesians 6:18 Amplified Bible 

Prayer Opportunities at Living Rock Church     

Please join us! 

 

 

WomenŪs Prayer 

Tuesdays 

8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Room 

 

MenŪs Prayer 

Saturdays 

7:00 ŧ 8:00 a.m. 

Prayer Room 

 

 

Corporate Prayer Gathering  

Friday, January 13, 2012 

7:00 p.m. 

Prayer Room 

   

Pre-service Prayer 

Sundays 

8:15 - 8:30 a.m. & 

10:15 - 10:30 a.m. 

Prayer Room 



 

Word of the Lord given to L. Potts on July 16, 2011  
 

Warriors Called to Battle 

People are paralyzed and immobile with fear, anxiety, worry, 

depression, bondage, oppression, addiction, insecurities, sickness and 

disease, guilt, shame, and inadvertently allowing the enemy to get 

footholds in their lives. We have to stop with the defeatist attitude and 

stop going into agreement with such lies when Christ promises 

victory!  

We need to start acting like the warriors Christ called us to be. There 

are warriors in our church body who are ready for battle but cannot 

stand on the frontlines of the battlefield without a united army behind 

them. We cannot have a disjointed, paralyzed and immobile army that 

already feels defeated. We are not using the armor or weapons that 

Christ has given us to fight and protect ourselves. We are either 

standing there naked or dressed in the armor using it ineffectively and 

acting like there is no manual on how to use it.  

There is a battle going on but the 

troops are sleeping and oblivious 

to the blockage the enemy is 

causing. Christ did not give us full 

battle gear to wear as pajamas--He 

gave us battle gear for protection 

and to be a full fledged army with 

power and might to fight the 

enemy!  Christ did not die for us 

and come into our hearts to sleep or have nap time--He came to 

transform us into warriors for Him. Let's start beating our breastplates 

and get the heartbeat of Jesus sounding throughout the church and 

show the enemy who is boss! We need to not only keep our armor on 

and weapons in hand but to also start treating it like armor and take 

back the territory the enemy has stolen!  

We need to stand as a united army behind Christ and fight for HIM! 

Individual snowflakes and sparks of fire are so fragile but, united 

together, the snowflakes become an avalanche and the sparks become 

a roaring blazing fire! Let's stand behind Jesus and be that avalanche 
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ŬThrough God we shall do valiantly,  

and it is He who will tread down our adversaries.ŭ   

Psalm 60:12 NAS 

and a roaring fire to kick the enemy in his place and remind him that 

his fate is in the fiery pit--NOT in our church! 

The victory is Godôs!  Let's get behind Jesus and fight for HIM and 

with HIM and take back what is rightfully His! 

× × × × × × × 
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Danielõs Prayer 

Daniel 9:4-19 Amplified Bible (AMP) 

   4And I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession and said, O 

Lord, the great and dreadful God, Who keeps covenant, mercy, and 

loving-kindness with those who love Him and keep His 

commandments,  

   5We have sinned and dealt perversely and done wickedly and have 

rebelled, turning aside from Your commandments and ordinances.  

   6Neither have we listened to and heeded Your servants the 

prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings, our princes and our 

fathers, and to all the people of the land.  

   7O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us confusion and 

shame of face, as at this day--to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, to those who are near and those who 

are far off, through all the countries to which You have driven them 

because of the [treacherous] trespass which they have committed 

against You.  

   8O Lord, to us belong confusion and shame of face--to our kings, to 

our princes, and to our fathers--because we have sinned against You.  

   9To the Lord our God belong mercy and loving-kindness and 

forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him;  

   10And we have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God by 

walking in His laws which He set before us through His servants the 

prophets.  

   11Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, even turning aside that 

they might not obey Your voice. Therefore the curse has been poured 



 

out on us and the oath that is written in the Law of Moses the servant 

of God, because we have sinned against Him. 

   12And He has carried out intact His [threatening] words which He 

threatened against us and against our judges [the kings, princes, and 

rulers generally] who ruled us, and He has brought upon us a great 

evil; for under the whole heavens there has not been done before 

[anything so dreadful] as [He has caused to be] done against 

Jerusalem.  

   13Just as it is written in the Law of Moses as to all this evil [that 

would surely come upon transgressors], so it has come upon us. Yet 

we have not earnestly begged for forgiveness and entreated the favor 

of the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities and have 

understanding and become wise in Your truth. 

   14Therefore the Lord has kept ready the 

calamity (evil) and has brought it upon us, for the 

Lord our God is [uncompromisingly] righteous 

and rigidly just in all His works which He does 

[keeping His word]; and we have not obeyed His 

voice.  

   15And now, O Lord our God, Who brought 

Your people forth out of the land of Egypt with a 

mighty hand and secured Yourself renown and a 

name as at this day, we have sinned, we have 

done wickedly!  

   16O Lord, according to all Your rightness and justice, I beseech You, 

let Your anger and Your wrath be turned away from Your city 

Jerusalem, Your holy mountain. Because of our sins and the iniquities 

of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have become a reproach 

and a byword to all who are around about us.  

   17Now therefore, O our God, listen to and heed the prayer of Your 

servant [Daniel] and his supplications, and for Your own sake cause 

Your face to shine upon Your sanctuary which is desolate.  

   18O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and look at 

our desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we do 

not present our supplications before You for our own righteousness 

and justice, but for Your great mercy and loving-kindness.  

    19O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, give heed and act! Do not 

delay, for Your own sake, O my God, because Your city and Your 

people are called by Your name. 
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 The Commitment of an Intercessor 

Our nation needs prayer. I'm encouraged by the governors, mayors 

and other political leaders who are holding large gatherings for the 

purpose of humbling themselves, seeking God and asking for 

forgiveness. Our nation needs to return to God. If we do, it is possible 

that the best days are ahead for the USA. Remember, what is not 
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ŬPut out into the deep water and  

let down your nets for a catch.ŭ   

 Luke 5:4b NAS 

A Test of the Fruit of the Spirit Being Active in You 

(Write your name in the blanks below) 

________________ is patient and kind; 

________________ does not envy or boast; 

________________ is not arrogant or rude. 

 ________________ does not insist on his own way. 

________________ is not irritable or resentful; 

________________ does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 
with the truth. 

________________ bears all things, 

Believes all things, 

Endures all things, 

[ƻǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘǎΧ 

Faith, hope and love abide, these three; 

But the greatest of these is love. 
 

Personalized from 1 Corinthians 13:4-13 



 

possible for man, is possible for God. In fact Jesus said, "All things 

are possible with God" (Mark 10:27). 

The following is an excerpt from Pastor Frangipane's book, ñThe 

Power of One Christlike Life.ò  L. Harden 

The Commitment of an Intercessor by Francis Frangipane 

 Then Moses returned to the Lord, and said, "Alas, this people has 

committed a great sin, and they have made a god of gold for 

themselves. But now, if Thou wilt, forgive their sin---and if not, 

please blot me out from Thy book which Thou hast written!" (Exod. 

32:31-32) 

The prayer of Moses is remarkable. Moses was not only the leader of 

Israel, he was an intercessor as well. Ultimately, an intercessor gives 

up all personal advantage for the sake of those for whom he prays. 

Moses knew he personally had favor with God. Yet he presented 

himself as a remarkable portrait of one irreversibly committed to 

Israel's transformation. He said, "If Thou wilt, forgive their sin---and 

if not, please blot me out from Thy book." 

Moses said, in effect, that he was 

not serving for individual gain or 

glory - this was not about him, but 

about the people he loved and 

served, rebellious as they were. 

The soul of Moses was bound 

together with the future of Israel. 

Similarly, we must see ourselves 

irreversibly bound together with the lives of those we pray for, both 

family and friends, as well as our community and nation. Moses 

would not be blessed, honored or pleased apart from the fulfillment 

of God's promise to the Hebrews. If God would not forgive them, He 

could not have Moses either. Israel and Moses had become a package 

deal. 

Have you struggled with situations in your personal life in which you 

cannot seem to break through? Perhaps you are spending too much 

time on your needs and not enough time praying for others. Make a 

prayer list of people with desperate needs, and as you intercede for 

them, see if the Holy Spirit doesn't break through for you, too. 
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Indeed, include your enemies and those who have hurt you. 

Remember the story of Job. When he prayed for his friends, God 

healed him (see Job 42:10). Intercession not only transforms the 

world, but also transforms us. 

Lord Jesus, I am awed at Your willingness to show mercy. You 

actually changed Your mind about judgment on sinners because of 

one man, Moses. Lord, in my world and times, let me be that one 

who so delights You, who is so intimate with You, that my prayer 

for mercy outweighs Your judgment to destroy the disobedient. 

May the favor You have given to me be multiplied to those who yet 

do not know You, and may it spread until all the earth is filled with 

Your glory! 

Excerpt taken from the website of the Ministries of Francis Frangipane, 

www.frangipane.org, July 2011.   

× × × × × × × 

I Will USE but Not DESTROY You 

Recently, I was given a beautifully written devotional, "Come Away 

My Beloved" by Frances J. Roberts, that deeply touched me in 

many ways.  As Christians, we all have the desire that our loved 

ones would accept the gift of salvation.  We fervently pray to our 

Lord that he would use us and, at times, we tend to become 

discouraged.  During my prayer time one morning, I read the 

following and felt the Lord was speaking to me and perhaps to 

others who are seeking the Lord for the salvation of their loved 

ones.  The following is an excerpt from ñCome Away My Beloved.ò  

R. Amoroso 

I WILL USE but NOT DESTROY YOU 

So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not 

return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall 

prosper in the thing for which I sent it.  Isaiah 55:11 

O My child, do not be overcharged with the cares of everyday 

living, and do not let your energies be consumed by humdrum tasks.  

What is needed, must be done; but if you put the ministry of the 

Kingdom in first place, My strength will be yours for other tasks, 

and time will be given to you for both.  You do not need to respond 
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to every call.  Learn to discern when I would use you, and when I 

would have the other individual lean wholly upon Me.  Otherwise, 

you may restrict the development of the other person's spiritual 

ministry, and rather than helping, you may become an actual 

hindrance.  I will not overtax you.  I will use you, but I will not 

destroy you in the using.  But you may destroy yourself if you lack 

this discernment and fail to know when to direct others to look to Me.  

You fear to fail Me.  You can perhaps fail Me more by attempting to 

help another than by refusing, if by refusing you encourage another to 

seek My face--My help--My instruction.  You are also in danger of 

giving incorrect information.  You may confuse rather than clarify the 

issue.  Do not be used by others as a source of information, but 

challenge others to seek for light from the same source as you have 

received it. Do not try to be a substitute for My Word-- either written 

or by prophetic message.  Let the question be used as a challenge to 

Bible study and prayer, and be very 

reluctant to become the transmitter of quick 

learning.  This poses innumerable 

disadvantages both for yourself and the 

person seeking help.  Teach him how to 

establish communication personally with 

his God, so that he may "hear from heaven" 

himself--this is the greatest blessing you 

can ever give to another human being.  To 

be sought after for wisdom is flattering to 

the ego.  Recognize this snare, and be on your guard against it, and 

bring the flesh to quick crucifixion.  Do not be used as a substitute for 

God to anyone.  Be a channel for the ministries of My Spirit, but 

never be a free giver of advice.  Curb the impulse.  Give to the other 

the source of your knowledge--even the Scripture passage where the 

answer may be found--so that My Word is constantly the first and the 

final authority.  I will honor My Word, and I will honor those who 

give My Word the sacred preeminence it deserves.  My Word shall 

never return void.  It shall accomplish My purposes. 

Roberts, Frances J., Come Away My Beloved, Barbour Publishing, 

Inc.Uhrichsville, Ohio, 2002, pages 186-188.  From Come Away My 

Beloved, published by Barbour Publishing, Inc.  Used by permission. 

× × × × × × × 
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Philippians 3:10 
Amplified Bible 

10[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him (God) [that I 

may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted 

with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders 

of His Person more strongly and more clearly], and that I may in that 

same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection 

[which it exerts over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings 

as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to 

His death... 

Prayer in Response to Philippians 3:10: 

Dear Lord, Grant it that our determined purpose is that we may know 

You, that we may progressively become more deeply and intimately 

acquainted with You, perceiving and recognizing and understanding 

the wonders of Your Person more strongly and more clearly, and that 

we may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from 

Your resurrection, which it exerts over believers, and that we may so 

share Your suffering as to be continually transformed in Spirit into 

Your likeness even to Your death.  In the hope, in the power and the 

name of Jesus who abides in us we humbly come before you, Lord 

hear our prayer.  Amen 

A.McCann 

× × × × × × × 
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òOne of the keys to overcoming temptation  
is not to resist it, but to replace it.   

Itõs the expulsive power of the new affection  
that overcomes the temptation.ó   

Rick Warren, Battle for Your Mind, October 1, 2010, Desiring God 2010 
National Conference  www.desiringGod.org 

Prayer:  May we replace all our ungodly, worthless 
desires with an overwhelming love and desire for You 

and Your kingdom, O God. 



 

A Simple Prayer 
by Peggy Porter for AllWorship.com 

My son Gilbert was eight years old and had been in Cub Scouts only a 

short time. During one of his meetings, he was handed a sheet of 

paper, a block of wood and four tires and told to return home and give 

all to "dad". 

That was not an easy task for Gilbert to do. Dad was not receptive to 

doing things with his son. But Gilbert tried. Dad read the paper and 

scoffed at the idea of making a pine wood derby car with his young, 

eager son. The block of wood remained untouched as the weeks 

passed. 

Finally, mom stepped in to see if I could figure this all out. The 

project began.  Having no carpentry skills, I decided it would be best 

if I simply read the directions and let  Gilbert do the work. And he did. 

I read aloud the measurements, the rules of what we could do and 

what we couldn't do. 

Within days his block of wood was turning into a pinewood derby car. 

A little lopsided, but looking great (at least through the eyes of mom). 

Gilbert had not seen any of the other kids cars 

and was feeling pretty proud of his "Blue 

Lightning", the pride that comes with knowing 

you did something on your own. 

Then the big night came. 

With his blue pinewood derby in his hand and 

pride in his heart we headed to the big race. 

Once there my little one's pride turned to 

humility. Gilbert's car was obviously the only car 

made entirely on his own. All the other cars were 

a father-son partnership, with cool paint jobs and sleek body styles 

made for speed. 

A few of the boys giggled as they looked at Gilbert's, lopsided, 

wobbly, unattractive vehicle. To add to the humility, Gilbert was the 

only boy without a man at his side. A couple of the boys who were 

from single parent homes at least had an uncle or grandfather by their 

side. Gilbert had "mom". 
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As the race began, it was done in elimination fashion. You kept racing 

as long as you were the winner. One by one, the cars raced down the 

finely sanded ramp. Finally, it was between Gilbert and the sleekest, 

fastest looking car there. 

As the last race was about to begin, my wide eyed, shy eight year old 

ask if they could stop the race for a minute, because he wanted to 

pray. The race stopped. 

Gilbert hit his knees clutching his funny looking block of wood 

between his hands. With a wrinkled brow he set to converse with his 

Father. He prayed in earnest for a very long minute and a half. 

Then he stood, smile on his face and announced, 'Okay, I am ready." 

As the crowd cheered, a boy named Tommy stood with his father as 

their car sped down the ramp. Gilbert stood with his Father within his 

heart and watched his block of wood wobble down the ramp with 

surprisingly great speed and rushed over the finish line a fraction of a 

second before Tommy's car. 

Gilbert leaped into the air with a loud "Thank you" as the crowd 

roared in approval. The Scout Master came up to Gilbert with 

microphone in hand and asked the obvious 

question, "So you prayed to win, huh, 

Gilbert?" 

To which my young son answered, "Oh, no 

sir. That wouldn't be fair to ask God to help 

you beat someone else. I just asked Him to 

make it so I don't cry when I lose." 

Children seem to have a wisdom far beyond us. Gilbert didn't ask God 

to win the race, he didn't ask God to fix the outcome. 

Gilbert asked God to give him strength in the outcome. When Gilbert 

first saw the other cars he didn't cry out to God, "No fair, they had a 

fathers help". 

No, he went to his Father for strength. Perhaps we spend too much of 

our prayer time asking God to rig the race, to make us number one, or 

too much time asking God to remove us from the struggle, when we 

should be seeking God's strength to get through the struggle. "I can do 

everything through Him who gives me strength." Philippians 4:13 
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Gilbert's simple prayer spoke volumes to those present that night. He 

never doubted that God would indeed answer his request. He didn't 

pray to win, thus hurt someone else. He prayed that God supply the 

grace to lose with dignity. Gilbert, by his stopping the race to speak to 

his Father, also showed the crowd that he wasn't there without a "dad", 

but His Father was most definitely there with him. 

Yes, Gilbert walked away a winner that night, with his Father at his 

side. 

From AllWorship.com, 10/18/11. Submitted by C. Costanzo as a 

devotional for the woman of Living Rock Church. 

× × × × × × × 

Romans 12:9-14,16  

Amplified Bible 

[Let your] love be sincere (a real thing); hate what is evil 

[loathe all ungodliness, turn in horror from wickedness],  

but hold fast to that which is good.  Love one another with 

brotherly affection [as members of one family], giving 

precedence and showing honor to one another.  Never lag in 

zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the 

Spirit, serving the Lord.  Rejoice and exult in hope;  

be steadfast and patient in suffering and tribulation;  

ōŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

people [sharing in the necessities of the saints]; pursue the 

practice of hospitality.  Bless those who persecute you [who 

are cruel in their attitude toward you]; bless and do not curse 

them.  Love in harmony with one another; do not be haughty 

(snobbish, high-minded, exclusive), but readily adjust yourself 

[to people, things] and give yourself to humble tasks.  Never 

overestimate yourself or be wise in your own conceits. 



 

 Lord, Help Us Get This Right! 
 

Luke 16:19-31 NLT: 

ñJesus said, óThere was a certain rich man who was splendidly 

clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in luxury.  

At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with 

sores.  As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps from the rich manôs 

table, the dogs would come and lick open his sores.ò 

ñóFinally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to be 

with Abraham.  The rich man also died and was buried, and his 

soul went to the place of the dead.  There, in torment, he saw 

Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side.ò 

ñThe rich man shouted, óFather Abraham, have some pity!  Send 

Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue.  I am in anguish in these flames.ôò 
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He Prayed 

He was a Christian, and he prayed, 

He asked for strength that he may do great things, 

But he was given infirmity to do better things. 

He asked for riches that he may be happy; 

He was given poverty that he may be wise. 

He asked for power that he might have the praise of men; 

He was given weakness that he might feel the need of God. 

He asked of all things that he might enjoy life, 

He was given life that he might enjoy all things. 

He had received nothing that he asked for; 

But all that he hoped for. 

His prayer is answered, he is most blessed. 
 

Anonymous 



 

ñBut Abraham said to him, óSon, remember that during your lifetime 

you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing.  So now he 

is here being comforted, and you are in anguish.  And besides, there is 

a great chasm separating us.  No 

one can cross over to you from 

here, and no one can cross over 

to us from there.ôò 

ñThen the rich man said, óPlease, 

Father Abraham, at least send 

him to my fatherôs home.   For I 

have five brothers, and I want 

him to warn them so they donôt 

end up in this place of torment.ôò 

ñBut Abraham said, óMoses and the prophets have warned them.  

Your brothers can read what they wrote.ôò 

ñThe rich man replied, óNo, Father Abraham!  But if someone is sent 

to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and turn to 

God.ôò 

ñBut Abraham said, óIf they wonôt listen to Moses and the prophets, 

they wonôt listen even if someone rises from the dead.ôò 

Ezekiel 16:49 NAS: 

ñBehold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom:  she and her 

daughters had arrogance, abundant food, and careless ease, but she did 

not help the poor and needy.ò 

These are two riveting scriptures.  The consequences of both 

situations are almost incomprehensible.   

My prayer for the Church is that we would live our lives being 

both God centered and aware of the needs of others.  Lord, by 

Your Holy Spirit, help us get this right.  

ñFor the whole Law [concerning human relationships] is complied 

within the one precept:  You shall love your neighbor as [you do] 

yourself.ò  Galatians 5:14, Leviticus 19:18. (Amplified Bible) 

B. Lanoue 

× × × × × × × 
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 The Powerful Life of a Praying People   
The following notes were taken from a message given by Joel Beeke 

at a Desiring God Conference.  The targeted audience was pastors ï 

but the content and insight can be useful for all, for we are all 

ministers. 

B. Lanoue 

The Powerful Life of the Praying Pastor:  

In His Room, With His Family,  Among the People of God 

Notes taken during the session. 

It is always convicting to receive the assignment to speak on prayer to 

other pastors. And as I was writing the book that Dr. Piper referenced 

on prayer, I became increasingly convicted by the Puritans about how 

little I pray. So tonight, I am preaching first of all to myself. This topic 

is at the heart of revival of the church of Jesus Christ. My father told 

me when I was a teenager that the greatest problem of the church 

today is prayerless praying. 

The sermons of the Reformers and Puritans are not that different than 

ours. Weôre saying essentially the same thing. What was so different 

was their prayer lives. My aim is that we would truly pray in our 

prayers. So turn with me to Isaiah 64:6-

9 and James 5:13-18. 

True prayer is putting ourselves into our 

petitions, crying out to God Almighty 

and praying in our prayers. The problem 

is not that we donôt pray, but rather that 

seldom we truly prayerfully pray in our 

prayers. What is this praying? The 

primary exercise of faith. Private prayerful praying is the work of the 

triune God. It has more to do with God than with us. It is Heavenôs 

greatest weapon that we have at our disposal as a minister of the 

gospel. This kind of praying is supposed to be half of our vocationð

giving ourselves to the Word and to prayer. 

The giants of church history dwarf us because of the time and energy 

that they devoted to private prayer. They were Daniels in private and 

in public. Luther spent the first two hours of every day in prayer. He 
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once said to Melanchton that he had so much to do that he needed to 

spend an extra hour in prayer. On the contrary, we too often see 

prayer as an interruption to our ambition. 

Luther was not shy in is prayers. He would often pray loudly and 

boldly. He said praying was hard work. And heôs right. There is so 

much working against us in our prayers. Distraction arises in our cold 

heart and disturbance comes up in those around us. 

In all of his busyness, Calvin spent hours in prayer every day. Unless 

we fix certain hours of every day in prayer, he said, it would slip 

from our memory. We must taste the sweetness of the fellowship of 

God in our prayer. We need to strive to grow in prayer. 

The Puritans were the same way. They often would rise early, hours 

before sunrise, to fellowship with God in prayer. John Knox said that 

the prayers of the great cloud of witnesses rebuked us in our 

prayerlessness. In 1651, a group of Scottish ministers gathered 

together in fear of losing their spiritual vitality and wrote up a joint 

confession. Number twelve on their list was their prayerlessness. 

Tragically, our prayer life is often like a building closed for repairs. 

We intend to do it better, to get more serious about it. We get down 

about it. Eventually we begin to call our prayerless praying real 

prayer. Prayerful praying pierces Heaven and warms the soul. We so 

often struggle in public prayer because we so rarely draw near to God 

in private. The problem with many of us is that our prayer lives have 

grown dull. We know that backsliding begins in the inner closet of 

prayer. Yet, we carry on with the commendation of people while not 

carrying on with God in prayer. 

What we need to do tonight is not just confront this problem of 

prayerless praying, but search for conclusions. All of our excuses are 

obnoxious in the eyes of God. It is tragic when a minister of the 

gospel, who is called to be a man of prayer, can rest comfortably in 

this wicked prayerless condition. It is easier perhaps to riddle 

ourselves with guilt than to do something about it. 

I do not aim to beat you with guilt but to awake you and me up to the 

need to lay hold of eternal life through the pursuit of a more faithful, 

more fervent prayer life with your Savior and your God. This will 

require us to take hold of ourselves and to take hold of God. How?  
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Take Hold of Yourself in Prayer - Seven Principles 

1. Remember the Value of Prayer. As ministers, we must 

remember that prayer is essential for our ministry and every duty we 

do as a minister of the gospel. Make it a rule to never engage in any 

activity in ministry without first seeking God in prayer. I have got to 

go to God in prayer. It is the most Christ-like thing we can engage in, 

brothers. 

What a blessing that we have been called to be men of prayer. Many 

other men have to work ten hours a day in their secular vocation and 

we get to spend hours praying. Again my father told me just to have a 

place to go with your every need is 

worth more than anything money can 

buy. 

William Bridge said that a praying man 

can never be miserable because he has 

the ear of God. 

Nothing is so valuable as prayer. The 

angel fetched Peter out of prison, but it was prayer that fetched the 

angel. This is Heavenôs greatest weapon. 

2. Maintain the Priority of Prayer. Jesus said, ñWithout me, you can 

do nothing.ò Prayer has got to be first. It has to be our priority in 

every need. Spurgeon wrote, ñYour prayers will be your greatest aid 

in your preparations. And after the sermon, how can a preacher give 

vent to his soul if the mercy seat were denied him.ò How hard do you 

pray after your sermon is over? They would pray after the sermon, 

ñPlease, Lord. Donôt let the birds take away the seeds of that 

sermon.ò 

I fear that the pressures of the ministry today to be a jack-of-all-

trades, pressures at home, pressures in the media crowd out our time 

for the priority of this ministry of prayer. We lose our power and 

authority. You have to have windows of prayer between your visits 

and appointments. That is the way to do it. Keep prayer your priority, 

not just during your times when you feel like a sailboat gliding 

effortlessly but also when you feel like an ice breaker. 

3. Prayer With Sincerity. Psalm 62:8. The way to pray is to tell the 

Lord everything about you like he didnôt know anything about you 
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all the while knowing he knows everything about you. Sometimes 

praying with sincerity means praying briefly, ñOh, God! Oh, God! 

Oh, God!ò God does not look at the logic of your prayers or the style 

of your prayers but the sincerity of your prayers. 

Sincerity in prayer requires integrity in our marriages. Let your 

prayers be not hindered. Taking hold of our prayers may mean to 

take hold of our bad attitudes or our treatment of our wives. You 

have to do something about that. Perhaps praying first a prayer of 

repentance. We need to avoid professionalism in our prayers because 

it is not about our prayers but about our hearts. Spurgeon was asked 

how to get better at praying in public. He responded, ñPray more in 

private.ò 

4. Cultivate a Continual Spirit of Prayer. Isnôt it true that when you 

are really close to God that you have those ñoccasional prayersò? 

You pray your way through the day. You pray without ceasing. It is 

not just during your set times of prayer. We should be like a bird 

returning to its nest when we return to God in prayer. That is praying 

in your prayerðhaving the sense of relationship and knowing that 

your prayers reach the courts of Heaven. 

It struck me how much Calvin used the example of a child crawling 

up into his fatherôs lap in relation to prayer. Pray continually. Ask 

God to help you do that. Whenever you have the least impulse to 

pray, pray! We have so few impulses to pray that we ought to take 

advantage of every one of them. 

5. Work Toward Organization in Intercessory Prayer. We are 

ministers. We owe it to our people to pray for every single one of 

them. We know them and we should 

pray for them one by one. How? Be 

strategic. Have set lists that you have 

organized and categorized to pray for 

other people. Newton said his best 

friends were those who prayed for him. 

It will be encouraging to your people for 

them to know you are praying for them. I take the church directory 

and pray for the people on one page each day. You love your people 

and you know their needs. 
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6. Read the Bible for Prayer. Prayer is a two-way conversation. God 

comes to us in prayer and we return to him in prayer. Read verse-by-

verse, and pray verse-by-verse. Pray your way through the Scriptures. 

Turn the psalms into prayer. 

Fill your mind with Scripture and your prayers will gain life. In the 

house churches in China, they had no Scriptures in print but had so 

much memorized that their prayers were filled with it. When I get 

discouraged in my prayers, I often look to volumes of saintsô prayers 

from the past. I have found that they are filled with Scripture. 

7. Keep Biblical Balance in Your Prayers. There are many different 

kinds of prayers in Scripture, arenôt there? We need to examine our 

prayer life from time to time and check to see if our prayers are 

repetitive. Are we covering the same bases when we pray? Listen to 

others pray. We can learn from others in how we pray. 

Take Hold of God in Prayer - Three Principles 

1. Plead Godôs Promises in Prayer. David says, ñMy soul clings to 

you.ò God is tender to his own handwriting. That is especially true of 

his own promises. It is no arrogance or presumption to pray to God 

his own promises. Prayer is nothing less than the promise reversed 

and retorted back to God. Beseech God with his own promises. Cast 

your burdens on the Lord and then trust him. Donôt take them right 

back. 

2. Cling to This Glorious Trinity in 

Prayer. Like Elijah and Isaiah, cling 

to it. True prayer is not self-

congratulatory but self-condemning 

and Christ-congratulatory. We 

should dwell on the Trinity and how 

the three persons draw us to God. 

We should meditate on who our God is. We need all three persons. 

We come in a Trinitarian fashion. We know our Fatherôs hands are 

full of grace because the Sonôs hands were pierced for us. We can 

come boldly to throne of grace. As ministers, we can always say our 

time is a time of need. We are full of needs. Bring them to God. 

God loves a returning minister who grieves over not turning to him in 

prayer. When he takes hold of you, you can take hold of him. Let us 
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òõLet him who boasts boast of this, that he understands 

and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises 

loving kindness, justice and righteousness on earth; for I 

delight in these thingsõ, declares the LORD.ó   

Jeremiah 9:24 NASB 

arise from our prayerlessness and cling to God Almighty, trusting in 

him, believing in him. We have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 

John Owen said we ought to labor in prayer to know each person of 

the Trinity one by one. In our prayer lives, we need an experiential 

knowledge of the Triune God. 

We do not just pray for Godôs benefits but God himself. We need 

God intimacy and God dependency. When we come to our people 

when we have come out of our closets, they can sense the presence of 

God. Then our people will begin to understand what prayerful 

praying is all about. 

3. Believe that God Answers Prayer. Too often I will cry out to God 

and am surprised when he answers. Faithless prayer is fruitless 

prayer. When we donôt trust God, we make a mess of everything. 

Let me end by giving you cautionary conclusion. If you want to 

know something about a man, ask him about his prayer life. Beseech 

him for mercies upon the church. In prayer, you know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge. 

My aim is not to discourage you. Donôt despair no matter how bad 

your prayer life is right now. Donôt compare yourself to the saints of 

past. Let them encourage you that there is more for you in prayer. Let 

them stir you up! That is the way to use Isaiah 64 and the prayer life 

Knox, Luther and Calvin. Battle unbelief and despair with prayer. 

We need not be crushed by demands to pray for hours but to pray 

with earnestness. Take hope in the almighty, Triune God who loves 

to be prayed to. 

Used with permission. By John Piper. © Desiring God. Website: 

www.desiringGod.org. 
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 We invite you to submit articles, accounts of answered 

prayers, questions and suggestions to anyone on  

the Battle Cry Team or email them to: 

prayeropenstheway@gmail.com. 
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òThe Lord will go forth like a warrior, 

He will arouse His zeal like a man of war. 

He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry. 

He will prevail against His enemies.ó 

Isaiah 42:13 NASB 
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